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Chapter 8 

The Evergreen State College 
Enrollment Highlights 

 
 
Introduction 
 

he Evergreen State College (TESC) was founded in 1971 and emphasizes an 
interdisciplinary approach to instruction.  Since the school opened in Fall 1971, enrollment 

has increased from 1,178 students to 4,125 students in Fall 2000.  (See Table 33.) 
 
Access and Participation Rates 
 

Residents of four counties, King, Pierce, Thurston, and Kitsap, account for 54 percent of all 
students attending the College in Fall 2000.  At the time of initial application, 626 students were 
residents of King County, 1,161 were residents of Thurston County, and 348 were residents of 
Pierce County, and 100 were residents of Kitsap County.  (See Table 34 and Figure 12.) 
 
Service Levels and Student Flow 
 

Out of 4,125 fall 2000 enrollments, 476 were directly from high schools, 1,206 were from two- 
and four-year institutions, 310 were former returning students, and 2,133 were continuing 
students.  (See Table 35.)  Fifty-one percent of the College’s enrollment was age 22 or younger, 
and 24 percent was 30 or older.  
 
Off-Campus Programs 
 

TESC maintains two off-campus undergraduate degree programs, the Tacoma Program, which 
opened in 1982, and the Tribal Program, which opened in 1994.  The Tacoma Program enrolled 
181 students in Fall 2000, 57 percent of whom were racial or ethnic minorities.  The Tribal 
Program enrolled 43 students, 37 of who were Native Americans and residents of western 
Washington. 

T
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Table 33 
The Evergreen State College 

Annual Average and Fall Headcount Enrollment and FTEs 
1970-71 through 2000-01 

 
 _____Annual Average______  _________Fall Quarter_____ 
 Headcount FTEs  Headcount FTEs 
        1970-71 –  –  –  – 
1971-72 1,090  1,055  1,178  1,121 
1972-73 1,952  1,886  2,035  1,977 
1973-74 2,159  2,206  2,327  2,367 
1974-75 2,279  2,343  2,446  2,501 
1975-76 2,360  2,383  2,507  2,403 
1976-77 2,530  2,399  2,636  2,496 
1977-78 2,472  2,303  2,544  2,405 
1978-79 2,197  2,034  2,322  2,198 
1979-80 2,459  2,175  2,514  2,261 
1980-81 2,659  2,388  2,805  2,569 
1981-82 2,626  2,432  2,766  2,622 
1982-83 2,514  2,267  2,611  2,386 
1983-84 2,621  2,365  2,717  2,472 
1984-85 2,652  2,426  2,826  2,514 
1985-86 2,797  2,582  2,980  2,761 
1986-87 2,743  2,628  2,965  2,838 
1987-88 2,917  2,790  3,055  2,955 
1988-89 3,096  3,018  3,250  3,210 
1989-90 3,048  2,988  3,237  3,192 
1990-91 3,148  3,089  3,340  3,310 
1991-92 3,231  3,203  3,377  3,386 
1992-93 3,237  3,326  3,410  3,444 
1993-94 3,336  3,282  3,477  3,460 
1994-95 3,433  3,377  3,614  3,587 
1995-96 3,475  3,387  3,625  3,586 
1996-97 3,625  3,489  3,715  3,610 
1997-98 3,877  3,728  4,084  3,963 
1998-99 3,975  3,822  4,194  4,085 
1999-00 3,872  3,697  4,102  3,958 
2000-01 3,979  3,786  4,125  3,996 
 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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Table 34 
The Evergreen State College 

County Participation Rates, Fall 2000 
 

  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part.  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part. Desc. 
 County Age 17+ Enr. Rates County Age 17+ Enr. Rates Rank 

           
 Adams 11,113 0 0.000 * Thurston 158,009 1,161 0.735 1
 Asotin 15,615 6 0.038 * Mason 38,491 90 0.234 2
 Benton 102,453 12 0.012 * Lewis 51,506 90 0.175 3
 Chelan 49,018 9 0.018 * Grays Harbor 50,972 76 0.149 4

* Clallam 51,255 31 0.060 * San Juan 11,527 17 0.147 5
* Clark 251,228 50 0.020 * Pacific 16,769 19 0.113 6
 Columbia 3,150 1 0.032 * Jefferson 21,119 22 0.104 7

* Cowlitz 69,408 23 0.033 * Pierce 520,806 348 0.067 8
 Douglas 23,520 2 0.009 * Clallam 51,255 31 0.060 9
 Ferry 5,448 2 0.037 * Kitsap 173,339 100 0.058 10
 Franklin 33,172 1 0.003 Klickitat 14,263 8 0.056 11
     Garfield 1,816 0 0.000 * Skagit 77,482 37 0.048 12
 Grant 52,068 3 0.006 * King 1,368,040 626 0.046 13

* Grays Harbor 50,972 76 0.149 Okanogan 29,245 13 0.044 14
* Island 54,262 11 0.020 * Whatcom 129,356 51 0.039 15
* Jefferson 21,119 22 0.104 Asotin 15,615 6 0.038 16
* King 1,368,040 626 0.046 Ferry 5,448 2 0.037 17
* Kitsap 173,339 100 0.058 Pend Oreille 8,824 3 0.034 18
 Kittitas 27,151 6 0.022 * Wahkiakum 2,981 1 0.034 19
 Klickitat 14,263 8 0.056 * Cowlitz 69,408 23 0.033 20

* Lewis 51,506 90 0.175 Columbia 3,150 1 0.032 21
     Lincoln 7,755 0 0.000 Whitman 34,385 10 0.029 22

* Mason 38,491 90 0.234 Kittitas 27,151 6 0.022 23
 Okanogan 29,245 13 0.044 * Island 54,262 11 0.020 24

* Pacific 16,769 19 0.113 * Clark 251,228 50 0.020 25
 Pend Oreille 8,824 3 0.034 Walla Walla 42,594 8 0.019 26

* Pierce 520,806 348 0.067 Chelan 49,018 9 0.018 27
* San Juan 11,527 17 0.147 Spokane 317,017 55 0.017 28
* Skagit 77,482 37 0.048 * Snohomish 448,524 73 0.016 29
* Skamania 7,400 1 0.014 Stevens 29,243 4 0.014 30
* Snohomish 448,524 73 0.016 * Skamania 7,400 1 0.014 31
 Spokane 317,017 55 0.017 Benton 102,453 12 0.012 32
 Stevens 29,243 4 0.014 Yakima 155,550 14 0.009 33

* Thurston 158,009 1,161 0.735 Douglas 23,520 2 0.009 34
* Wahkiakum 2,981 1 0.034 Grant 52,068 3 0.006 35
 Walla Walla 42,594 8 0.019 Franklin 33,172 1 0.003 36

* Whatcom 129,356 51 0.039 Adams 11,113 0 0.000 37
 Whitman 34,385 10 0.029     Garfield 1,816 0 0.000 38
 Yakima 155,550 14 0.009     Lincoln 7,755 0 0.000 39
 Washington Total 4,465,872 2,984 0.067  Washington Total 4,465,872 2,984 0.067  
 Out-of-State U.S.  1,101   Out-of-State U.S.  1,101   
 Foreign   40   Foreign   40   
 Total  4,125   Total  4,125   

           
* West of the Cascades. 3,502,474 2,827 0.081       
  East of the Cascades 963,398 157 0.016       

 
NOTE: 
These are participation rates of enrolled students who applied from within the state of Washington by county. 
 
Source:  Enrollment data is from Fall 2000 HEER.  Population data is from OFM. 
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Table 35 
The Evergreen State College 

Student Flow, Fall 1985 through Fall 2000 
 

 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Freshman Entrance 325 370 422 493 410 389 456 403 425 475 522 561 539 521 513 476 
                 

  Washington High School 237 276 295 334 258 199 221 174 235 187 193 202 200 191 182 206 
  High School Senior Previous Fall 57,410 57,034 59,930 61,607 60,912 56,484 54,388 55,659 56,617 58,590 61,112 62,720 65,346 68,242 69,373 72,131 
  Percent 0.41 0.48 0.49 0.54 0.42 0.35 0.41 0.31 0.42 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.31 0.28 0.26 0.29 

                 
  Out of State High School 88 94 127 159 152 190 235 229 190 288 329 359 339 330 331 270 
  TESC Fall Headcount 2,980 2,965 3,055 3,250 3,237 3,340 3,377 3,410 3,477 3,614 3,625 3,715 4,084 4,194 4,102 4,125 
  Percent 2.95 3.17 4.16 4.89 4.70 5.69 6.96 6.72 5.46 7.97 9.08 9.66 8.30 787 8.07 6.55 

                 
Transfer 869 821 775 743 660 834 811 852 902 922 868 910 1,082 1,092 1,025 1,206 

                 
  Washington Community Colleges 404 432 436 420 352 434 357 412 443 476 459 470 561 595 569 621 
  CC Academic AA FTE1 38,199 38,303 39,390 39,693 34,611 40,665 41,274 43,656 44,308 47,089 47,972 47,972 46,090 44,772 45,419 46,427 
  Percent 1.06 1.13 1.11 1.06 1.02 1.07 0.86 0.94 1.00 1.01 0.96 0.98 1.22 1.33 1.25 1.34 

                 
  Washington Four-Year 170 123 112 120 82 116 116 89 110 95 84 126 147 129 110 203 
  Public Four-Year Previous Spring 69,093 69,775 69,331 69,273 70,290 72,149 73,340 73,960 75,404 77,657 78,250 78,856 80,857 81,065 82,606 86,995 
  Percent 0.25 0.18 0.16 0.17 0.12 0.16 0.16 0.12 0.15 0.12 0.11 0.16 0.18 0.16 0.13 0.23 

                 
  Out of State Institution 295 266 227 203 226 284 338 351 349 351 325 314 374 368 346 382 
  TESC Fall Headcount 2,980 2,965 3,055 3,250 3,237 3,340 3,377 3,410 3,477 3,614 3,625 3,715 4,084 4,194 4,102 4,125 
  Percent 9.90 8.97 7.43 6.25 6.98 8.50 10.01 10.29 10.04 9.71 8.97 8.45 9.16 8.77 8.43 9.26 

                 
Continuing Student 1,495 1,518 1,572 1,720 1,838 1,753 1,761 1,787 1,777 1,869 1,934 1,946 2,088 2,228 1,178 2,133 

                 
  Continuing Student 1,495 1,518 1,572 1,720 1,838 1,753 1,761 1,787 1,777 1,869 1,934 1,946 2,088 2,228 2,178 2,133 
  TESC Previous Spring Headcount 2,349 2,609 2,480 2,769 2,917 2,844 2,951 3,071 3,042 3,205 3,260 3,341 3,475 3,695 3,772 3,656 
  Percent Retained 63.64 58.18 63.39 62.12 63.01 61.64 59.67 58.19 58.42 58.32 59.33 58.25 60.09 60.30 57.74 58.34 

                 
Other Entrance 291 256 286 294 329 364 349 368 373 348 301 298 375 353 386 310 

                 
  Former Student 284 246 280 292 329 362 349 368 373 348 301 298 375 353 386 282 
  Unknown 7 10 6 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 

                 
Total Fall Headcount 2,980 2,965 3,055 3,250 3,237 3,340 3,377 3,410 3,477 3,614 3,625 3,715 4,084 4,194 4,102 4,125 

                 
Total AA FTEs 2,582 2,628 2,790 3,018 2,988 3,089 3,203 3,326 3,282 3,377 3,387 3,489 3,728 3,822 3,697 3,786 

 
NOTES: 
1Beginning 1994, figures include Technical Colleges from SBCTC Management Information System (MIS). 
CC = Community College 
AA = Annual Average 
 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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